be natural barriers, such as road or stream, or especially constructed barriers to limit the spread of fires and to provide an established control line in the case of firefighting. The most effective fire hazard reduction is to eliminate most of fuel from hazardous areas. This can be done by burning off all hazardous fuel through controlled burning or prescribed burning; it should be however, done before fire season.
Fire awareness and educational activities are very effective tools in involving the community and other groups in a fire management programme and in engaging the communities as responsible partners. Those can assist in the prevention, detection and reporting of fires, work with fire personnel to control unwanted fires. Besides, fire prevention training at schools and colleges is an important part of any prevention effort. However, there is a lack of existing national capability in fire research and management, including monitoring, early warning and ecological and socio-economic impact assessment, and facilitating international cooperation in fire management. Now, there is an increasing interest in community-based fire management, and need for institutional and technological capability development at all levels. A reliable and timely fire detection and monitoring system is an important part of forest fire management. International Centre for Integrated Mountain Development, in close collabouration with the Department of Forests, has developed a forest fire detection and monitoring system for Nepal based on Moderate Resolution Imaging Spectrora diameter data. The system currently sends email notification on fires throughout Nepal to some 180 subscribers. Furthermore, some 220 text message subscribes, including District Forest Officers and focal persons of the federation of community forestry users groups of Nepal in all districts, receive fire alerts in their mobile if a fire incident is detected in the district of their subscription. The fire user database is currently managed by the Department of Forests through a customized web interface. It is a very high time to work on fire management towards the conservation of forest ecosystem as well as mitigating the consequences of climate change for which we need to develop synergies through coordinated and collective actions at local and national levels.
